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We heard a couple times in town that when Frank Sinatra was building a house in Palm "‘"—:z,é
Springs he wanted a .Georglan design. So architect E. St.ewar.t Williams showed.hlm one, :__\-._"'.-q-——-
but he also showed him the plan for a modern home, which Sinatra ended up doing. Do you %"—
ever have to do that kind of educating? e
Fortunately, we do not have to do that level of educating. Most of our clients that come to us Ovale Flatware
already know the basics of what we do. I've heard that story about the Frank Sinatra house H I " Place Setting
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also and have always wondered why he went to Williams for the design if that’s what he i (2]
wanted. L | 'J ‘ ‘
How do you build within a town like Palm Springs while continuing to innovate? - :
This is more of the educating that we have to achieve. A lot of clients request forms and ideas
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that reflect something from the past. It takes a fair bit of diplomacy to push for newer ideas,
although we've been lucky in this regard also. Most of our clients are willing to push into
new ideas if they can visualize them. We then seem to do a lot of work to show them through
graphics and 3-D models. Latest
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Do you feel any kind of pressure when building in Palm Springs? A pressure to get it right?

Support an Eco-
We do feel the pressure. The education and awareness level of modern architecture is . Friendly School in
extremely high in this area. We have a lot of local historic and modernist organizations who Zambia
push for both a preservation of modern design and push for excellence in new design. They
also reward architecture in both preservation and new work each year (we just won one of
these this year for “new contemporary work”). This town is also a Mecca for modern Design for
architecture that is only growing in popularity each year. A lot of new ideas in modern Humankind at Dwell
architecture and living began here and people recognize this. Our attendance at our on Design NY

modernism week seems to grow exponentially and tours sell out faster then we can print
tickets. I see Palm Springs building and backgrounds in international print and media about
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once a month. So in short, I feel like there are a lot of discerning eyes on our projects and we
cannot afford to take that lightly. If design is important, it's paramount here.
Why have you guys started building your own projects? It must be a whole new brand of

headache. What do you get from that process?

It is a whole new headache but it did get rid of a few others. The primary reason for deciding
to build our own designs was to add to the level of design and custom detail throughout the
construction process while not having to break the budget by doing so. Change orders are a
contractors way of either increasing the profit margin or simply not wanting to work harder
for a better product. With us in control of this process, the end result and detail is up to us.
By being on site every day and giving each detail the care and love that it needs, we realize a
much finer, more detailed result while still maintaining the projects budget. We are
definitely not solely interested in becoming contractors though and only want to build our
own projects. I'm sure this is selfish, but we didn’t make this decision to get more work or
business...just a better product.



Palm Springs is, of course, so well known for mid-century design. Who do you think is
doing a good job in terms of residential architecture and landscape design today?

1 think William Kopelk and Marcello Villano are doing a great job on landscapes.

Do you feel like there's much of a contemporary design scene in Palm Springs? Or is much
of the design world centered around preservation, or selling that retro martini-time vibe
for which the town is so well known?

I think that this scene is growing but still in its early years. With each project I see the
envelope get pushed a little further, but no one has landed any space ships out here yet. We
hope to be landing a few of our own in the next few projects that we have on the boards.

Do you ever feel the desire to combat that kitschy version of modernism that often holds
sway in Palm Springs? How do you do it?

Every day. We do it by educating our clients through design and then showing them the best
representation of this that we can. With the more projects we build the easier this becomes
because we can walk them through the structures to show them the physical product.

Sean Lockyer has been practicing architecture in Palm Springs since 2005. He's originally
from Philadelphia.
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